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for the prophet once pointed him out as a person who had
been secured from hell. Mohammed died at a critical period,
for his success had encouraged others to assume the prophetical
office, and he had two competitors, in different provinces, at
.the head of considerable armies; while two-.of the Moslem
tribes opposed the levying tithes, and the helpers and the
fugitives were at variance, and talked of setting up inde-
pendent successors to their prophet. Omar womld have been
a formidable rival to any-candidate; and Abubekr availed
himself of Ali's absence, who was engaged in preparing his
father-in-law's funeral, to propose him and Abu Obeiclah to
the choice of an influential meeting. The disinterested Omar
put an end to the discussion, by declaring himself the subject
of Abubekr. The urgency of the case, and the acquiescence
of the people, might justify this precipitation; yet he after-
wards confessed, from the pulpit, that if the example should be
followed, both the qjector and the elected ought to be put to
death. AH kept aloof, notwithstanding Omar's threat to burn
his house over his head; but Abu Sofian, who at first
supported him, was drawn off by the nomination of his son,
Moawiyah, to the command of the army; and the death of
Fatima, who survived her father only a few months, lessened
his importance. He condescended, therefore, to acknowledge
his rival as Commander of the Faithful, accepted the excuse of
the necessity of an immediate election, and rejected his cour-
teous offer of resigning, in his favour. The devoted followers
of Mohammed had been with difficulty persuaded that their
idolized chief could be no more. Omar insisted, that, as Moses
went up to the mount for forty days, their prophet had only
disappeared for a season; but his uncle, Abbas, maintained
the reality of his death, and Abubekr went into his daughter's
apartment and saw the corpse. He attempted in vain to
silence Omar; and, failing, turned to the people, assured them
of the fact, and proved from the Koran that he had no promise
of exemption from the common lot of humanity. A discussion
arose respecting the disposal t>f his body. The Fugitives argued
for the place of his birth, the Helpers for that of his residence